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WITH OR WITHOUT US



TEXTALL NATIONS ACT IN THEIR 
OWN SELF-INTEREST ALL 
THE TIME WITHOUT 
EXCEPTION 
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BALTIC FLASHPOINTS

▸ Chinese-flagged ship 
deliberately severed two data 
cables linking Finland and 
Lithuania; Germany and Sweden 

▸ Weeks later, Russian Navy fires 
warning flares at German navy 
helicopter near Denmark’s 
Bornholm island 

▸ At least 9 instances of cable cuts 
in 2024



TEXTNATO OPERATION 
BALTIC SENTRY
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RUSSIA’S CAMPAIGN OF VIOLENCE CONTINUES…AIMS TO DE-STABILIZE EUROPE
▸ “The aim is to create 

confusion, to undermine the 
political support for Ukraine, 
and also to intervene in the 
political processes in our 
countries.” 

▸ NATO discusses Russia’s 
hybrid warfare and potential 
for Article 5 invocation 

▸ BUT, NATO doesn’t appear 
ready to “name and shame” 
and invoke Art. 5

“It’s a real threat…and part of a Russian campaign of hostile acts against 
EU and NATO members in Europe” — NATO SECGEN Jens Stoltenberg, 2024
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DEMOCRACY IS UNDER THREAT OF FORCE / WAR

▸ Freedom and sovereign can be lost 

▸ It is in the political and military 
interest of democracies to 
cooperate, coordinate, and support 
one another  

▸ It is worth risking our lives for.  

▸ Because without choice, without 
freedom, without the rule of law: 
what is there? 

▸ China is Russia’s enabler
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RUSSIA’S BEHAVIOR UNSETTLES EUROPEAN SECURITY

▸ “Russia will be ready to attack NATO by 2029” - German defense minister, June 
2025 

▸ Germany will spend €1T on defense and infrastructure, aiming to build the 
most capable military in Europe 

▸ “We’re all on the eastern flank now” (NATO SECGEN Rutte, 9 Jun 25)



TEXT
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U.S. GOVERNMENT OVERSEES SALES OF AMERICAN-MADE DEFENSE ARTICLES

▸ Bulgaria's F-16-70 

▸ FMS

https://bg.usembassy.gov/u-s-embassy-sofia-helps-bulgaria-welcome-its-first-f-16-4-3-2025/
https://youtu.be/UxZw4GGh7d8?si=riLafAx94-DC84as
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NATO DEFENSE MINISTERS MEETING, 4-5 JUNE

▸ Approved new defense capabilities expected of Allies to invest 

▸ Tanks, fighters, ammunition, drones, logistics, and much more 

▸ 5% target for defense by 2032 (2035?): 3.5% for core capabilities; 1.5% 
infrastructure/industry 

▸ Approved USAF Lt Gen Alexus Grynkewich as next SACEUR, pending Senate 
confirmation
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EUROPEAN DEFENSE INDUSTRY SET TO RE-SURGE

CASE STUDY OF SAAB AB FOLLOWS 

STRICTLY FOR ACADEMIC PURPOSES; NO ENDORSEMENT 
SUGGESTED OR IMPLIED



TEXT



TEXT



TEXT
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TEXT
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SAAB IN NORTH CAROLINA

▸ ULCANS 

▸ Start at 43:45 for 1 min

http://userfile.alephnetwork.com/files/b2gmarekt_vendor/ULCANS.pdf
https://www.saab.com/investors/webcast/cmd-2025


Like his predecessors since Eisenhower, Trump has complained that European countries do not 
share enough of the burden of deterring Russia (USSR) 
But, since the Russian offensive in Ukraine, Europe is now wide-awake to the threat of a resurgent 
Russia









-  

- Poland is NATO’s biggest spender as measured by percentage of GDP (4.8%) 

- Germany: $1T of new defense/infrastructure spending; plus new Patriot factory in 
Bavaria 

- Nothing short than a sea change in NATO’s collective defense 

- Europe produces millions of 155mm artillery rounds 

- F-35: designed and managed by US with aircraft sections produced by 9 NATO countries 

- Europeans lead 7 of 8 NATO’s ongoing military operations 

- Europeans lead Iceland’s and north Atlantic defenses 

- NATO Operation BALTIC SENTRY is formed as entirely European effort within NATO 

- Europe provided 60% of Ukraine’s defense contributions

QUICK TRIP TO NATO

https://earth.google.com/web/search/Woman's+Club+Drive,+Raleigh,+NC/@35.8307592,-78.6655672,99.27100593a,837.15703691d,35y,0h,0t,0r/data=CiwiJgokCYsVW6_OBkJAEazFxv_az0FAGaIBlS9OiVPAIaqKhj09yVPAQgIIATIpCicKJQohMXhTdjg0UWlITVFLMnZDTXN4ZVBOVXkxaTRhVHdfM1NxIAE6AwoBMEICCABKCAiEmuiRARAB


US-EU COOPERATION

- Promotes common values 

- Creates conditions for global 
economic development 

- Advances the stability of international 
systems 

- EU + US provide 80% of official 
development assistance worldwide 

- The most important driver of global 
prosperity 

- Almost 30% of merchandise trade, 
40% of trade in services, and about 
50% of global GDP
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SUMMARY

▸ Europe pledges to spend $1.5 TRILLION more on defense/infrastructure PER 
YEAR by 2035 than 2025 

▸ Most will be spent with European companies; though still a lot will be won by 
US/ROK/Japanese contractors (helps even out trade imbalances, too!) 

▸ Scandinavian countries have robust AI/electronic/sensor capabilities that U.S. 
military wants 

▸ Ukraine is road-testing new technologies, techniques and procedures with 
mission-driven innovation and speed
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“I’M COMING FOR YOU”

▸ Ukraine’s spy agencies and special forces: “I’m coming for you.”  

▸ Ukraine now running operations to take the battle into Russia — and abroad 
against its forces and partners around the world.  

▸ The goal has been to strike in unexpected locations through devious means 
and make Russia bleed far beyond the front lines in Ukraine.
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TRUMP’S PLAN?

▸ Peel Russia apart from China’s “no limits” relationship 

▸ Get Europe to do more for its defense so US doesn’t have to do as much 

▸ Shift some US forces from Europe to Asia
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